Future Prospects and Responding Policy Task for Social Policy by KRIVET
20. Future Prospects and Responding Policy Task for Social Policy  73
Future Prospects and Responding Policy Task for Social Policy
Ho Young Oh, Kirak Ryu, Jung Seung Yang, Cheonsik Woo, Jaewoo Ryoo 
A. Introduction
From the perspective of social policy, the importance of education, labor, 
welfare, culture and environment has been highlighted along with economic 
growth, increase in income, technology progress, rapid advance in knowledge 
information, and globalization. As a society transformed into knowledge-based 
economy, the knowledge life cycle has shortened; as a result, the need for 
the continuous capacity building of individuals and organization is greater. 
Consequently, the demand for adult education has increased, and the adult 
education becomes basis of welfare and job security. Education and job 
security greatly affect individual quality of life. When the policy objectives 
for education and labor are separately established, the mismatch between labor 
supply of students and demand for labor is inevitable. This could not only 
limit the expansion of education demand, but also negatively affect the 
expansion of recruitment and the improvement of job quality.  
Economic growth is considered as a panacea at the stage of economic 
development. However, when income reaches a certain level, the social problems 
which can not be solved by economic growth are raised. The typical examples 
are recent phenomenon of jobless growth, ‘new normal’ depicting a prolong 
stagnated growth, and increasing demand for welfare and environment. These 
challenges fall under the scope of social policy, which cannot be solved only 
with economic policy. In 2014, Korean government appointed the minister of 
education as deputy prime minister for social affairs and established governance 
framework to coordinate and adjust social policies which are related with 
various ministries including Ministry of Employment and Labor, Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, Ministry of Health 
and Welfare, Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, Ministry of  Environment, 
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, Ministry of Agriculture Food and 
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Rural Affairs, and lastly Ministry of Science, ICT and Future Planning. This 
is an attempt not only to overcome inefficiency created by the redundancy 
between ministries and fragmented policy implementation, but also to meet 
increasing demand for social policy.  
Several challenges that society faces such as aging, low birth rate, high 
unemployment, inequality, and various social conflict, can be solved with 
comprehensive and integrated approach combining all capacity of relative 
ministries. For example, several ministries are involved to deal with the case 
of low fertility rate. Factor that hamper the time of marriage is youth 
unemployment crisis, which is a concern of Ministry of Employment and 
Labor, and employment is related with education, which is governed by Ministry 
of Education. Moreover, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport are 
responsible for housing stabilization for newlyweds. Ministry of Health and 
Welfare are concerned with childbirth and rearing, and Ministry of Gender 
Equality and Family is focus on life-work balance for woman. The essence 
of social policy shows high interconnection and complexity, which should be 
approached with multidimensional perspectives. Thus, new governance framework 
that aims to enhance synergy between policies through coordination is required 
to implement the comprehensive policy and predict future trends. 
Governance framework can be established based on the identification of 
concept and scope of social policy. The function of social policy which scatters 
in different ministries should be reorganized from the integrated perspective 
and synergy among various social policies can be maximized through coordination. 
However, the discussion regarding scope of social policy and circumstance 
changes in social policy is insufficient. It is necessary to build a consensus 
for the coordination and the cooperation to encourage interconnection of social 
policies, and to provide a logical stand for the governance framework. Thus, 
concept and scope of social policy should be defined corresponding to Korean 
context. Also social policy agenda in response to future trends should be 
identified to build logical ground and seek for the development of new governance 
framework.  
The purpose of this research is to identify main scopes and content of 
social policy and to develop strategy of social policy based on expected future 
trends. The research will explore collective policy needs in various sectors 
including education, labor, welfare, culture and environment and provide responding 
strategy based on future trends in these sectors. In addition, the research will 
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investigate current trends in social policy and provide a logical framework for 
strategic plan of social policy for the future. 
B. Contents of Research
Firstly, the concept and the scope of social policy will be defined based 
on case studies in different countries. Secondly, the important issues of the 
social policy will be selected based on the expected changes in the future. 
Thirdly, implementing deputy prime minister for social affairs provides insights 
for the coordination between ministries and general management. Based on the 
lessons from the National Human Resource Development(NHRD) Policy during 
Noh’s adminstration, the strategy for effective implementation of the deputy 
prime minister for social affairs will be drawn. Finally, main issues in social 
policy in each sector will be identified, and strategy for social policy will be 
suggested. Through analysis of social policy issues which requires coordinated 
response among the ministries, current state and limitation of social policy will 
be identified. The policy recommendation will be drawn based on finding of 
research, and the integrated social policy implementation measure will be discussed.
- Purpose of research
- Research contents and 
research method
Chapter 1. Introduction
- Prospects and implications of 
main policy agendas
Chapter 5. Future Social 
Policy Responses
- Importance of social 
policy and its trajectory
- Social policy in 
developed countries
- OECD: Better Life 
Index 
Chapter2. Scope of 
Social Policy 
- Review of previous 
policies
- Process for 
establishing of vice 
minister in MOSF, 
office for government 
policy coordination
- Social Policy Strategy
Chapter 3. Korea’s 
Policy Coordination 
model
- The prospects of Korea 
in next 10 years. 
- Social policy and the 
society in the future 
- Main issues of social 
policy in each sector
- Expert opinion poll
Chapter 4. Future 
prospects and 
Social policy
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C. Future Social Issues and Policy Responses
Based on expert opinion poll, the important issues of the social policy 
were selected in four areas (Learning, Employment, Welfare, Quality of life) 
upon consideration of current importance, future importance, current priority, 
and future priority. To be specific, selected issues are construction of learnfare 
system and private education for Learning; solution of labor market segmentation, 
policy for employing migrant workers, and technological progress and employment 
for Employment; reform of pension and social insurance and expansion of 
child care services for Welfare; post-materialism and linking system for education, 
employment and welfare for Quality of life. Prospects and policy implication 
will be suggested for each issues. Private education and post-materialism was 
added given the urgency and importance of these issues even they were not 
listed in the opinion poll.
Prospect and implication for main policy agendas
Area Policy agenda Main policy responses for social issues
Learning
construction of 
learnfare system 
- Reform for adult-friendly colleges
- Construction for skill development system for aging 
and the higher value-added industry
private education
- Building the Private Education Information System, 
(PEIS)
- Government committee on private school issue needed 
Employ
ment
solution of labor 
market 
segmentation
- Analysis for change in structural change in labor 
demand
- Overhaul of training and education system to meet the 
changing needs of society 
- eliminating discrimination between regular and 
irregular workers in terms of job protection
 policy for 
employing 
migrant workers
Encourage prospective skilled migrants to locate to 
Korea
- Improvement of ‘Employment Permit system’ for 
efficiency 
- Deciding whether to allow the long-service low-wage 
foreign worker to stay in Korea needed
- Linking policy for low-wage workers to strategic 
adjustment of Korea’s industry structure
- Improvement the associated laws
- Social intergration policy for multi-cultural society
<표 계속>
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Area Policy agenda Main policy responses for social issues
Employ
ment
technological 
progress and 
employment
- Nurturing venture business and support for small and 
mid-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
- Support for start-up business and startup education in 
college 
- Promoting basic research for R&D in small and mid- 
sized enterprises 
Welfare
reform of 
pension and 
social insurance 
- Lowering the entry barriers to labor market for the 
young and inducing young people to join social 
insurance
- Consolidation of old-age income security system for 
the elder generation
expansion of 
child care 
services
- Adjusting child care services policies to a road Map 
for improved ECEC (Early Childhood Education and 
Care)
- Various child care service should be effectively used
Quality of 
life
post-
materialism
- Search for role of value and institution in linkage 
between employment and education and an academic 
background- oriented society upon consideration of 
post-materialism
linking system for
education, 
employment and 
welfare 
- Institutional protection and government support for  
linking system for education, employment and welfare 
